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A Proclamation againſt priuate Challenges and 
Combats: VVich Articles annexed for the better directions to 
be vſed therein, and for the more iudiciall proceeding againſt Offenders. 


He ſlaughters which We find to haue bene ſtrangely multiplied and 


encreaſed in thele later times, by the boldneſſe which many of Our ſubiects 
; take, to chalenge any man into the Field, towards whom they cary either 
ADDY If arndge o2malice in their minds, vnder the pzetertofſatiſfaction to pꝛetended 

l W20ngs,Wwithoutimplozingatdeeither of the Tawes, oꝛ Ciuilchagiſtrates: 
haue modued Us out of the tender care which We take of Our lopall Sub⸗ 
tects lines, to enter into lome ſpeedie courſe foꝛ the ſtopping of a Uaine that 
|| bleeds both inceſſantly, and inwardly. Foz to ſpcake trueth, to what pur- 
poſe ſerue the Tawes of God, the pꝛouiſionall inſtructions of men, and the 
tourſe of oꝛdinarie Juſtice in the Common wealth (whether Wee relpect the Court of Chualne, 
02 the Cimil Courts, ) tfit be free foꝛ Subiects out otthe diſtemper of their owne diſtempered con- 
deits either to rate the quality ofthe wꝛong ſuppoſed, oꝛ the ſatilfaction that belongs to it: Beſides, 

it were great pittie, that ſo many Judgements as in other things ſhew grauitte and moderation, 
chould be ſo ſtrangely bewitched, and as it were enchanted in this kinde with the very dꝛegges of 
Circes Cup (tranſfoꝛming conſideration into paſſion, realon into appetite, and men into beaſts ) as 
to thinke that any graine of wozth of reputation oꝛ true honour, tan be dꝛawne out ot any act that 
ts ablolutely repugnant to all ſuch Lawes (aſwell Diuine as humane) as {Way both Religions 
and Policies. Foꝛ as no man accompts his Armour of high pꝛoofe, befoꝛe it haue bene tried by 
Shot no moꝛe are Gentlemen eſteemed foz their valour by the greater part of giddie cenſours at 
this day, that haue not almoſt aſſoone as they tan hold a SWozd in their hand, put themſelues vp⸗ 
on their pꝛoofe, either in S. Georges fields, oꝛ at Finsbury, without the leaſt reſpect to the Juſtice ofthe 


ground that ſhould make good the purſuit oꝛ euent ofthe quarrell. 


WE are not ignoꝛant in what degree flaughters vpon pꝛiuate Challenges are ranked by the 
TLawes of the land, chowſocuer inturte be made the maſke) noꝛ how earneſt many buſte perſons 
are to make their owne wills ablolute in ſome point, ſinte they know not by what tolour oꝛ pꝛe⸗ 
tence to command in all, noꝛ how cunningly ſome argue foz extuſe of Challenges, by imputing 
weakeneſſe( as they would haue vs appꝛehend) to the Lawes and Statutes ofthe Realme , in 
that they foꝛbeare either out of inſenſibilitie o2neglect, to giue ſatiſfaction to ſome tertaine termes 
and repꝛoches, As fo: example to that ofthe TLye, which the cuſtome and conſtruction of the dayes 
in which wee line. hath matched with thoſe wꝛongs that are reputed to be moſt exoꝛbitant: Foz 
though no punate Challenge to the peril ofa loyall Subiects life, be either inſt oz compatible with 


the poltcie of any oꝛderly 02 well ſtayed gouernment bpon ſuch pooze grounds, as paſſion doeth 
commoa!lp pꝛetend: yet ſo long as men deeply Wounded by diſgrace, were left deſtitute of helpe by 
oꝛdinarie and lawfull meanes they might with better colour ſecke to ſaue and ſatiſfie themſelues 


by thoſe ſharpe courſes which the Lawes cannot inſtifie, 


But ſince Our care hath bene to giue ſatiſfaction by certaine Rules and limitations to the leaſt 
offence.contempt oꝛ diſgrace, whereof reputation hath reaſon to be ſenſitiue, wee doe not onelp ex⸗ 
pett, but beſide both will and command, That after foꝛtie dayes expired, which Wee pꝛeſcribe to be⸗ 
gin inſtantly from the publication of Our pꝛohibition, no man ſhall pꝛeſume in their wonted ma⸗ 
ner (which ought indeed to be no maner among woꝛthy Subietts and ſober men) either to ſend 
oꝛ accept of Challenges, oꝛ to ſeeke ſatiſtaction by any other meanes then thoſe, which are made 
good either by the Lawes of the Kingdome, oꝛ the Court of honour. The ſcope ofthis pꝛefixed 
limitation to the ſpace of foꝛtie dayes (intending onely to pzomde foꝛ Subietts, that by reaſon of 
their diſtance from the Centres of direction cannot ſo ſpeedily be made acquainted with Our mea⸗ 
ning as they that are at hand) giueth ſmall aduantage to any inferente, that in the meane ſpate it 
halbe lawful to begin oꝛ pꝛoſetute a quarel in the foꝛme pꝛohibited. Foz We do not onely exclude all 
ſuch Interpꝛeters from any kinde ofreſpite,diſpenſatton oz benefit pꝛetended by the terme. (in caſe 
it may be pꝛooued by examinations oꝛ depoſitions of witneſſes, that befoze the quarell they were 
pꝛiuie to the ſtoppe) but further purpoſe alſo to deale moꝛe ſeuerely With them then any ofthereſt, 
foꝛ ſucking poiſon out of Honiſuckles, and making the tare which we take of men that haue not de- 
ſerued ill, a warrant foꝛ their owne wilfull boldneſſe, that is oppoſite to Authoꝛitie. 


Baut as it is certaine, that befoze the eye be able to diſcerne plaine figures, it muſt be cleared and 

inlightned by that viſine facultie which nature her ſelfe affozds; ſo is it no leſſe ſure, that inſtruc⸗ 
tion ought to pꝛetede exetution: In reſpect wherol wee calling to mind out of that duetie which 
We owe to God, the pꝛeciſe account which We are to make in another woꝛld foꝛ the loſſe of lo ma⸗ 
ny liues, as might haue bin ſecured by pꝛouidente, oꝛ pꝛeſerued by tare, and ſecking no leſle tenderly 
to relieue men that are ſenſitiue ot honoꝛ, then to puniſh others that are careleſſe of Pur Charge, 
haue ſet downe two wapes of ſatiſfaction: The firſt, to the publike Juſtice ot the State ( woun⸗ 
ded by contempt:)the ſecond to the party that tomplaines offended by dilgrate, as the beſt meanes 
toappeaſe the wꝛath ol God, and ſtay the turrent of manſlaughters among men: Foꝛ Dur Sub- 
ietts may be mooued hereby to appꝛehend that ſo long as they bꝛeake Our o2der, by calling men 
p:eſumptuouſly to triall by the Swoꝛd that in a better courſe are ready to redeeme their errour 
by amozeciuill and ſober meane) they may reſt aſſured in both Caſes to feele the ſharpe edge of 


Our indignation by implacable ſeueritie. 


- Tonching the firſt bꝛanch, which pꝛoperly belongeth to Our plate in affrighting pꝛelumption 
with terrour, and pꝛide with puniſhment, it is not hard to obſerue, what ſatiſfaction the Juſtice 
of the State it ſelfe requires foꝛ the ſcoꝛne receiued from wilfnll contempt at the hand of thole that 
notwithſtanding the remedies which are pzopozttonably ſet downe to wꝛongs, pet follow their 
old Parador,ſuppoſing no ſatiſfaction to be ſufficient, belides that which the partie that hath bene 
offended, takcth with his owne hand, and by the ſwozd: a Maxime moze agreeable in trueth 
to the diſpoſition of a Cain, then of a Conſtantine. The pꝛopoꝛtions of puniſhments foꝛ all ſoꝛts of 
W2ongs, are particularly erpzeſſed, to exclude all excuſes of wilfull ignoꝛante, publique reſpects 
holding by iuſt pꝛiuiledge the pꝛetedente of all pꝛiuate complaints, that in their fit times and pla⸗ 
tes tome by degrees, and at greater leaſure to be compared and conſidered. Foz by what reaſon 
can they challenge to be fozbozne with tenderneſſe, oꝛ regarded with reſpect, that hauing befoze 
their eyes an offer oftoꝛreſpondent ſatilfaction, foꝛ iniury ( not freſhly deuiſed, but anciently appꝛo⸗ 
ned by woꝛthy perſons, that were reputed both in Courts and Campes the greateſt Commaun- 
ders in their time:? had rather take a courſe to aggrauate,then abate, to exaſperate then qualifie: 
beſides thole ſoꝛes, ſighes, and ſharpe coꝛraſiues, which ſingle Fights (perplexing, oꝛ rather toz- 
menting the tonſtientes of quicke and ready vndertakers) doe commonly bꝛing with them. 


But becauſe it would be hard to compaiſe within the bulke of an oꝛdinary Pꝛotlamation ſo ma- 
ny differences by narrow diſtinction, ſo many motines of tudicious perſwaſion, ſo many kindes 
of wozthy ſatiſfaction, as the difficulties of the poynt it ſelfe, and the turioſitie of queſtions in 
thele times, require: Wee thought it requiſite to referre this P:oclamation to a moze large dil⸗ 

courle annexed, foꝛ the Warrant ot the reſolution itſelfe,one furthering another by recipzocallre- 


ſpects, and concurring offices. 

The care which Wee haue had euer ſince Wee were of vnderſtanding and diſcretionto welde 
the Stepter of Authoꝛitie and Mateſtite, which God by pꝛouidente vouchſafed to put into Our 
hands, to pꝛeſerue Peace and Contoꝛd among Our lopall and louing Sublects,as well by ending 
cauſes ot hereditary Quarrels, as by pꝛeuenting all occaſions of Challenges, oꝛ Fights hand to 


2 


hand which commonly arife out of wꝛongs either truely offered, oꝛ partially imagined, maybee 
beſt knv:ven by the repoꝛt of ſo manygallant Noblemen,and Gentlemen, as haue had the Hono? 
both befo.c Our comming tothis Crowne and ſince,to attend Our RoyallPerſon in the qualitie 


of Countelloꝛs,oꝛdinarp attendants, oꝛ Officers, 


Wee haue not ceaſed to tall tarefully and earneſtly vpon ſome that attend Our Serutce , that 
ſuch Rules,Cozrections, and Conſtitutions might bee publiſhed againſt ſome Cauillers in theſe 
dayes moꝛe apt to argue and conteſt,then to acknowledge and ſubmit, admitting no other Judge 
of the iuſt meaſure foꝛ ſatiſfaction, then a ſharpe ſwoꝛd in the hand of malice, daz eled, if not blin⸗ 
ded with ſelfe loue yet hath Our charitable purpoſe beene ſo often both impeached and delayed 
by interuening lets, as it could not ſo ſpeedily, as the quiet of the Kingdome, and the pꝛelerua⸗ 
tion of many both illuſtrious and woꝛthie Families did require, attaine to that happie end which 


it ayined at. 
But finding by experience, that no kinde of warning, though pꝛoteeding from Our lenitie and 
grace is able to containe thole fiery affections, which create the matters vpon Which their owne 

inuentions and malites may woꝛke, and that this roote of rankoꝛ puts foꝛth dayly fruits of very 
bitter taſte, and deſperate effect, depzining the State of the kingdome of ſtrong limines, Our 
ſelues of woꝛthy Subtects,and great houſes of great hopes; Our pleaſure is to ſet this woꝛthy 
wozke in hand, with expedition, and to leaue the full perfection and entire accompliſhment to 
time, which ſupplies induſtry. 

Touching the ſecond part of latiſfaction to the partie grieued and offended, to the qualitie and 
pꝛopoꝛtion of the wꝛong, after that the pꝛite of contempt hath beene firſt anſwered to the Juſtice 
of the Gonernment , Wee haue co:mmended ſich Inſtructions and Heads to the Loꝛds in Com⸗ 
miſſion, as hauing bene firſt carefully examined by them, then aduiſedly appꝛoued by Us, and at- 
ter fozmally digeſtedinto one body toz an vmuerſall good, abounding alſo with thoſe pleaſing 
balines that are able aſwell to conſoltdate as heale , may ſerue foꝛ euer in that office, as infallible 
reteites aboue all exceptions to partiallity oz iniurie, when ſucceeding times lhall marke with 
duetie and diſcretion, of what wozth thoſe perſons Were that haue beene ſatiſfied, 


voherefoꝛe though we hold it fit in all points to pꝛeferre reaſon to opinion, yet we wil admit no 
ſuch conceits foꝛ reaſons, as neglecting vninerſall rules — are indeed the fruits of experience 
and the treaſure oftime,) applie them lelues wholly to the pleaſing of the vulgar taſte, and to the 
lpꝛeading of a tommon Paradox: Neither will wee euer gine way (ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe God 
that we weare this Crowe, and ſit in this chaire of State) to thoſe giddie ſpirits, that out of vaine- 
gloꝛie 62 newfangleneſſe in matters that belong to Regalment and Dilcipline, take a pꝛide to 
{warucfrom the Keuerend Impꝛeſſious ofelder times, that haue wꝛought themlelues into that 
Woꝛthy credit, which they hold by the woꝛlds applauſe , and the pꝛoofe which all men haue of an 


bntuerſall vttlitte, 


All men that rightly vnderſtand the nature of theſe Challenges, e ſingle Fights hand to hand, 
02 by match among Gentlemen, after a Challenge ſent in cold blood, either by Wziting, oꝛ by 
meſſage, and accepted of the partie oppoſite, muſt acknowledge that this bꝛauery, was firſt boꝛne 
and bꝛed in Foꝛraine parts but after conuxted ouer into this Jſland,as many other hurttulland 
vnlawkull Wares are oftentimes in cloſe packs, that neuer had the Seale of the plates from 
whence they were bꝛought to warrant them. Foꝛ though it bee true that pꝛiuate men haue had 
their paſſions in attempting Quarrels, and ſome Punces likewiſe their errours and facilities, in 
winking at mens weakeneſles in this kinde, foꝛ the ſpace of many peeres; yet doth it not appeare 
by Recozde, oꝛ Hiſtoꝛie, that anyone Kingdome , State of Peeres, o: Demotratie, ſinte the begin- 
ning of the Woꝛld till this day, did euer make good oꝛ auow the lawfulneſſe of thoſe attempts vn⸗ 
der their Seales oꝛ Certificates, which their own Lawes, the Law of Nations, and the Lawes 


of God, doe both abhozre and abolith, 

Wut ſince we finde of late that the Commanders of thoſe States, wherein Fights vpon Chal⸗ 
lenge were moꝛe frequent in foꝛmer times, vpon the daily Demonſtrations of the miſchiefe which 
they powꝛe, both into pꝛiuate Families, and into the Common wealth it ſelfe, haue beene moze 
quicke and ſharpe then any other (as their owne £9its detlare) to ſuppꝛeſſe the very leeds ; it 
were ſtrange that Our Subiects ſhould bee leſſe apt to follow Foꝛraine pꝛetedents, foꝛ the ſetu⸗ 
ritie both of their conlciences and lines, then they were befoze to ſetond them in the wilfull tourſes 
which they tooke, to the vtter ouerthꝛow both of their lines and conſciences, making ſhipwꝛacks 
of their Sdules by falling vpon this fatal rocke, without a moꝛe ſecret and found repentance then 
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any mau aline, without the gift of Pꝛopheſie, can warrant oz aſſure vnto himlelte in theſe ſpeedie 
courſes ofdiſpatch , that lend ſhoꝛt Summons, foztopzoteſt to God pꝛiuately, as ſome aduiſe all 
Coubatauts AS the ſlureſt helpe atapinch befoze they begin fight, that | Their end is rother to repell 
and revenge diſgrace, then to draw blood | were in plaine termes Actin vere proteſtationi conttarium, 
and a moꝛe tertaine wap to exaſperate the wzath of God by vntimely dalliance, then to excuſe con⸗ 


tempt by hypotriſie. 
It lkils not who repꝛooue, when Wee reſolue, who diſpute when Wee decide , Who mu⸗ 


tine againſt that which wee vow to maintaine, oꝛ who complaine when Wee pꝛoſecute: Foꝛ 
Our purpolſe is grounded vpon God, it is of pꝛoofe, it hath euer beene of vſe, in a very high de⸗ 


gree pꝛeſeruing the foꝛtunes, the lines, and the very ſoules of Our Subiects, from the ſpoile of 
are vſced, without regard of iuſt meaſure, 


Cormorants, the rage of weapons that reuenge as they | | 
and from the iawes of hell: Wherefoꝛe let this lerue foꝛ a gracious and faire warning to Our lo- 
ning Subiects onte foꝛ all, to fozbeare ſending oꝛ accepting Challenges from the time pzefired in 


the taution ſpecified : Foz Our purpoſe is to remit no iot of that ſeuerity Which is ſet downe in 
terministerminautibus: That the Demonſtration of Our heauy diſpleaſure may make it cleare in the 
iudgement and experience ok all the woꝛld, That it is not lo pꝛoper to the condition of a dutifull 
and obedient Subiect, to aſſume vnto himlelfe this lawleſſe kind of libertie, in pꝛeſuming to fight, 
when, where, and with whom hee liſt; as to the right, the conſcience and care ofa Religious and 
iuſt P2ince,to chaſtite all tontempts of this high nature with due leuerity. Experience will pꝛoue. 
that to obey Superiours, is better then to Challenge equals, and by that time lome delinguents 
haue in their owne perſons paide the pꝛice of a contempt, warranted by no better ground then 


their owne gloꝛie, the reſt will be moꝛe apt and eaſie to be tempered and ſatiſfied, 


Giuen at Our Palace of Weſtminſter the fourth day of February, in the 
eleuenth yeere of Our Reigne of England, France, and Ireland, 


and of Scotland the ſeuen and fourtieth. 


God ſaue the King. 
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V [mprinted at London by Robert 
Barker, Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent 
NMaieſtie. Anno Dom. 1613. 
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